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(ASS T is a Matter that is 
| Pt aa difputed, whether it 
Ac be more Jaudable or 
w<-_ defirable, thataMan 
Yi fhould think too 
-L@ highly or too mean- 
ly of himfelf; it is 







tet 
on all Hands ms to be beit that 


he fhould think rightly; but fince 
a fallible Being will always make 
fome Deviations from exact Recti- 
tude, it is not wholly u/lelefs to en- 
quire towards which Side it is fafer 
to decline. 

The Opinion which a Man en- 
tertains of himfelf ought to be dif- 
tinguifhed, in Order to an accurate 

Dit uffion of this Queition, as it re- 

ates to Perfons or to Things. ‘To 
think highly of ourfelves in Com- 
parifon with others, to aflume by 
our own Authority that Precedence 
which none is willing to grant us, 

miuit be always invidious and offen- 
five; but to rate our Powers high 
in Prop ortion to Things, and ima- 
gine ourfelves equal to great Under- 
takines, while we leave others in 
Pofiefiion of the fame Abiliues, 
cannot with equal Juitice provoke 
Ceaiure. 

It muft be confeffed, that Self- 

ove may difpofe us to decide too 
haftily in our own Favour; but who 
is hurt by the Miitake? If we are 
incited by this vain Opinion te at- 
tempt more than we can periorm, 
ours is the Labour, and ours is the 
Diivgrace. 

But he that dares ta think well of 
himfelf, will not always prove to 
be miftaken, and the goed Effe& 
of his Confidence will often < ania 
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ing great Attempts and gre t Portor- 


ae 


mances; if he fhould not complete 
his Defign, he will at leaft advance 
it fo far as to leave an eafier Tafk 
for him that fucceeds him ; and even 
tho’ he fhould waolly fail, he will 
fail with Honour. 

But from the oppofite Error,from 
torpid Defpondency, can come no 
Advantage; it is the Froft of the 
Soul which binds up all its Powers, 
and congeals Life in perpetual Ste- 
rility. He that has no Hopes of 
Succefs will make no Attempts, and 
where nothing is attempted, no- 
thing can be dene. 

Every Man fhou 1) d, therefore, a 
deavour to maintain tn himfelf, 
favourable Opinion of the Powers 
of the Human Mind; which are in- 
deed perhaps in every Man greater 
than they appear, and n night | by di- 
ligent Calter ation, be exalted toa 
Degree beyond what their Pofleffor 
preiumes to believe There is 
icarce any Man but has found him- 
felf able, at the Infligation of Ne- 
cefiity, to do what in a State of Lei- 
ure and Deliberation he would have 
concluded impofkble ; and fome of 
our Species have fignalized them- 
{elves “by fuch Atchievements, as 
prove that there are few ‘Things a- 
bove human mone, 

Policy of all Na- 





It has been the 
tions, to preferve hy fome publick 
Monuments, the Memory of thefe 
who have fe rved their Country by 


erent A pe its; there 1s the fame 
Reaton for con tinuing, or reviving 
the N: Lmes * th ofe whofe extenfive 
Abilities have dignified Humanity. 


An honett Emulat’ on may be alike 
excited; and the hilofopher’s | Cu- 
riofity may be inflamed by a Caia- 
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482 
logue of the Works of Boyle or Ba- 
con, as Themiffocles was kept awake 
by the Trophies of Miltiades. 

Among che Favourites of Nature, 

that have from Time to Time ap- 
peared in the World, enriched with 
various Endowments, none feems to 
have been more fo than the Man 
known about two Centuries ago by 
the Appellation of ADMIRABLE 
CricuTon, of whofe Hiftory, 
whatever we may detract from it as 
furpaffing Credibility, yet enough 
will remain inconteftably verified to 
rank him among Prodigies. 

The Perfon of Crichton was emi- 
nently beautiful, but his Beauty was 
confittent with fuch Aétivity and 
Strength, that in Fencing he would 
{pring at one Bound the Length of 
twenty Feet upon his Antagonift, 
and ufed the Sword in either Hand 
with fuch Force and Dexterity, that 
fcarce any one had Courage to en- 
gage him. ; 

Hecke ftudied at St. Andrews in 
Scotland, he went to Paris in his 
twenty-firft Year, and afixed on the 
Gate of the College of Navarre a 
Kind of Challenge to the Learned 
of that Untverfity to difpute with 
him ona certain Day, offering to 
his Opponents, whoever they fhould 
be, the Choice of ten Languages, 
and of all the Faculties and Sci- 
ences. On the Day appointed three 
thoufand Auditors aflembled, when 
four Doétors of the Church and fif- 
ty Mafters appeared againft him ; 
and one of his Antagonifts confeffes 
that the Doctors were defeated. Af- 
ter a Difputation of nine Hours, he 
was prefented by the Prefident and 
Profeffors with a Diamond and a 
Purfe of Gold, and difmiffed with 
repeated Acclamations. 

From Paris he went away to 
Rome, where he made the fame 
Challenge, and had in the Prefence 
of the Pope and Cardinals the fame 
Succefs. Afterwards he contracted 
at Venice an Acquaintance with 4/- 
dus Manutius, by whom he was in- 
troduced to the Learned of that Ci- 
ty; then vifited Padua, where he 
engaged in another public Difpu- 
tation, beginning his Performance 
with an extemporal Poem in Praife 
of the City, and the Affembly then 


Hiftory of an extraordinary Genius. 


prefent, and concluding with an O- 
ration equally unpremeditated, in 
Commendation of Ignorance. 

He afterwards publifhed another 
Challenge, in which he declared. 
himfelf ready to deteét the Errors 
of Ariffotle, and all his Commenta- 
tors, either in the common Forms 
of Logic, or in any which his An- 
tagonifts fhould propofe of a hun- 
dred different Kinds of Verfe.. 

Thefe Acquifitions of Learning, 
however ftupendous, were not gain- 
ed at the Expence of any Pleafure 
whichYouth generally indulges, or by 
the Omiflion of any Accomplifhmentr 
in which it becomes a Gentleman 
to excel. He praétifed in great Per- 
fe€tion the Arts of Drawing and 
Painting, he was an eminent Per- 
former 1n both Vocal and Initru- 
mental Mufic, he danced with un- 
common Gracefulnefs, and on the 
Day after his Difputation at Paris, 
exhibited his Skill in Horfemanthip 
before the Court of France, where 
at a public Match of Tilting he 
bore away the Ring upon his Lance 
fifteen ‘Times together. 

He excelled likewife in Domeftic 
Games of lefs Dignity and Reputa- 
tion, and in the Interval between 
his Challenge and Difputation at 
Paris, he {pent fo much of his Time 
at Cards, Dice, and Tennis, that a 
Lampoon was fixed upon the Gate 
of the Sorbonne, dire&ting thofe that 
would fee this Monfter of Erudi- 
tion, to look for him at the Ta- 
vern. 

So extenfive was his Acquaintance 
with Life and Manners, that in an 
Italian Comedy compoied by him- 
felf, and exhibited before the Court 
of Mantua, he is faid to have per- 
fonated fifteen different Charaéters ; 
in all which he might fucceed with- 
out great Difficulty, fince he had 
fuch Power of Retention, that once 
hearing an Oration of an Hour, he 
would repeat it exactly, and in the 
Recital follow the Speaker through 
all his Variety of Tone and Getti- 
culations. 

Nor was his Skill in Arms lefs 
than in Learning, or his Courage 
interior to his Skill: There was a 
Prize-Fighter at AZantua, who tra- 
velling about the World, according 
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to the barbarous Cuftom of that 
Age, as a general Challenger, had 
defeated the moft celebrated Maf- 
ters in many Parts of Europe, and 
in Mantua, where he then refided, 
had killed three thatappeared againft 
him. The Dukerepented that he had 
granted him his Preteitien 3 when 
Crichton, looking on his fanguinary 
Succefs with Indignation, offered to 
take fifteen hundred Piftoles, and 
mount the Stage againft him. The 
Duke with fome Reluétance con- 
fented, and on the Day fixed the 
Combatants appeared ; their Wea- 
pon feems to have been Single Ra- 
pier, which was then newly intro- 
duced in Jtaly. The Prize-Fighter 
advanced with great Violence and 
Fiercenefs, and Crichton contented 
himfelf calmly to ward his Pafles, 
and {uffered him to exhauft his Vigour 
by his own Fury. Crichton then be- 
came the Affailant, and preffed up- 
on him with fuch Force and Agility, 
that he thruft him thrice thro’ the 
Body, and faw him expire: He then 
divided the Prize he had won a- 
mong the Widows whofe Hufbands 
this Prize-Fighter had killed. 

‘The Duke of Mantua having re- 
ceived fo many Proofs of his vari- 
ous Merit, made him ‘Tutor to his 
Son Vincentio di Gonzaga, a Prince 
of loofe Manners and turbulent Dif- 
pofition. On this Occafion it was, 
that he compofed the Comedy in 
which he exhibited fo many diffe- 
rent Charaéters with exact Proprie- 
ty; but his Honour was of fhort 
Continuance, for as he was one 
Night in the Time of Carnival 
rambling about the Street, with his 
Guitar in his Hand, he was attack- 
ed by fix Men mafked: Neither his 
Courage nor Skill in this Exigence 
deferted him, he oppofed them with 
duch Aétivity and Spirit, that he 
foon difperfed them, and difarmed 
their Leader, who throwing off his 
Matk, difcovered himfelf to be the 
Prince his Pupil; Crichton fallin 
on his Knees, took his own Swor 
by the Point and prefented it to the 
Prince; who immediately feized it, 
and inftigated as fome fay by Jea- 
loufy, according to others, only by 
drunken Fury, and brutal Refent- 
ment, thruft 2. thro’ the Heart. 

Thus was the dadmirable Crichton 
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brought into that State, in which 
he could excel the meaneft of Man- 
kind only by a few empty Honours 
paid to his Memory: The Court of 
Mantua teftified their Efteem by a 
— Mourning, the contemporary 

its were profufe of their Encomi- 
ums, and the Palaces of Jra/y were 
adorned with Pictures, reprefenting 
him on Horfe-back, with a Lance 
in one Hand, and a Book in the 
other. 


Part of a Letter of the Czar Peter 
to his Son, who was to fucceed him 
in the Empire. 


THE Czar obferving his eldeft 
* Son Alexis to continue, (not- 
withftanding the Pains he had ta- 
ken to amend him) to be of fuch a 
Difpofition as he forefaw would, on 
his Deceafe, deftroy all his Labours, 
he at length wrote to him a very pa- 
thetic Letter on the Subject, which 
concluded thus. ‘* J wll fill wait 
“© awhile to fee if you will amend; i 
“* not, know, that I will deprive you 
- of the Succeffion, as an ufele/s Limb 
“* is cut off. Do not imagine I am only 
“* frightening you, nor would I have 
‘you rely on the Title of being my 
‘« “eldeft Son; for fince I do not /pare 
“* my own Life for the Good of my 
‘© Country, and the Profperity of my 
“¢ People, why foould I /pare your’ s ? 
‘© I fall rather commit them to a 
<< Stranger deferving of juch aTruft, 
“< than to my OWN undeferving Of- 


“6 /pring.” 


An Account of St. Kilda, one of the 
Weftern Ifles of Scotland, and the 
Manner in which the Inbabitants 


catch Wild-Fowl. 
TH E Rev. Mr. Macaulay, who 


was fent a Maiflionary there 
fome ‘lime ago, and has lately pub- 
lifhed an Account of the Ifland, 
fays, that the Men of the Ifland are 
divided into fowling Parties, each 
of which confifts generally of four 
Perfons, ge by their Agili- 
ty and Skill. Kach Party mutt have 
at leaft one Rope about thirty Fa- 
thoms long: This Rope is inade 
out of a ftrong raw Cow Hide, falted 
for that very Purpote, and cut cir- 
cularly into three Thongs, all of 
equal Length ; thefe Thongs being 
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clofely twifted together, form a for my Part, I was all the while in 
Three-fold Cord, able to fuftain a fuch Dittrefs of Mind, that I could 
great Weight, and durable enough not for my Life run over half the 
to lait for about two Generations: Scene with my Eyes. The Fowler, 
Io prevent the Injuries it would o- after having performed feveral antic 
therwife receive from the fharp ‘Tricks, and given us all the Enter- 
Edges of the Rocks, againit which tainment his Art could afford, re- 
they muit frequently ftrike, the turned in ‘Triumph, and full of his 
Cord is lined with Sheep-Skins, own Merit, with a large String of 
drefied in much the fame Manner. Fowls about his Neck, and a Num- 
* This Rope is a Piece of Furni- ber of Eggsin his Bofom. 
ture indifpenfably neceffary, andthe |The Iiland of Sv. Kilda, fays this 
moit valuable Implement a Man of Writer, is divided into four diftin& 
Subftance can be poffefled of in St. Parts. Thefe are feparated from 
Kilda. In the Teftament of a Fa- one another by five Hills, which are 
ther, it makes the very firft Article to the Sea-fide faced with frightful 
in Favour of his eldeit Son: Should Precipices; the fmalleft of which 
it happen to fall to a Daughter’s would deeply engage the Attention 
Share, in Default of Male Heirs, it of a Spectator any where elfe; but 
is reckoned equal in Value to the the fitth is, without the fmalleft 
two beit Cows in the Ifle. Exaggeration, a real Prodicy in 
‘ By the Help of fuch Ropes, the its Kind: The Name of it is Co- 
People of the greateit Prowefs and zagra. 
Experience here, traverfe and exa- ‘The Top of this enormous Mafs 
mine Rocks prodicioufly high. of Matter commands a very exten- 
Linked together in Couples, each five Profpe&t. In aclear Day, if the 
having either End of the Cord faf- Weather be fettled, all the Long 
tened about his Waift; they go Ifland, that is to fay, a Tratt of 
frequently throuch the moft dread- Land and Sea, more than an hun- 
ful Precipices: When one of the d¥€d and forty Miles in Length, 
two defcends, his Colleague plants may be feen from it. But the moit 
himfelf ona itrone Shelf, andtakes ftriking Circumftance about this 
Care to have fuch fure Footing there, great and wonderful Obje&, is the 
that if his fellow Adventurer makes Figure it makes on the North- 
a falfe Step, and tumbles over, he Side: There it hangs over the Deep 
may be able to fave him*. in a moft frightful Manner. A View 
I was prefent at an Operation of of it from the Sea fills a Man with 
this Kind. My Curiofiry led meto Aftoniihment, and a Look over it 
fo uncommon a ‘Trial of Skill: from above ftrikes him with Horror. 
Before it was half over, L was great- Mott of the Crew were fo terrified, 
ly fhocked and meit, heartily fick of that they would not venture to gra- 
it. ‘Two noted Heroes were drawn tify their Curiofity in this Refpect, 
out from among all the ableft Men till the Natives took hold of their 
of the Community : One of them Heels as they lay flat to look over 
fixed himfelf on acragey Shelf: His it; yet a St. K7/dian will ftand or 
Companion went down fixty Fa- fit on the very Brink of this ftupen- 
thoms b low him; and afterhaving dous Precipice, with the moft care- 


, 
4 


darted himiclt away trom the Face lefs Indifference. 1 made a Shift to 

of a moit alarming Precipiece, take its Height with fome Degree 

hanging over the Ocean, he began of Exaétnefs, and found it no lefs 

to play hisGambols: He fung mer- than goo Fathoms. 

riiy and laughed very heartily. The ‘The Hufbandry of the St. Keldians 

Crew were inexpreflibly happy, but is fomething out of the common 
Way, 


Phe following Anecdote of the prefent Steward of St. Kilda’s Deputy, in the 
Summer after Dleit the Ifland, will give the Reader a Specimen of the Danger they 
undergo, and at the fame Time of the uncommon Strength of the St. Kiddians: This 
Man obferving his Colieague lofe his Hold, and tumbling down from above, placed 
himfeli fo firmly, upon the Shelf where he ftood, that he fuitained his Friend, atter 
falling the whole Length of the Rove,’ 
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Way, and deferves to be noted. All 
the Inftruments of Agriculture they 
ufe, or indeed require, according to 
their Syftem, are a Spade, a Mall, 
and a Rake or Harrow. After 
turning up the Ground with a Spade, 
they rake or harrow it very care- 
fully, removing every fmall Stone, 
every noxious Root or growing 
Weed that falls in their Way, and 
pound down every {tiff Clod into 
Dut. As foon as this Operation 
is over, they fow their little Fields. 
This done, they harrow them over 
again, and ‘eave them in the Hands 
of Providence, to {peak in their own 
Stile, with a fettled Perfuafion that 
their honeit Induitry will be amply 
rewarded, unlefs God fthall curfe 
the Land for the Punifhment of 
their Sins. 

And it is certain that a fimall 
Number of Acres well prepared in 
St. Kilda, inthis Manner, will yield 
more Profit to the Hufbandman, 
than a much greater Number when 
but coarfefy handled: And tho’ 

erhaps, in large Farms, this wou!d 
ye too much to do, yet in the Ca 
vation of {mall Eftates and Garden 
Plots, the making the Earth as fine 
as pomble, by pounding every ftiff 
Clod into Dutt, &Jc. there is Rea- 
fon to think it would be aitended 
with great Advantage. 


Letter from Sir Thomas Fitzofborne 
to a Friend, who defended Sz.¥- 
MurbDeErR. 


‘PHOUGH I am not conviriced 

by your Arguments; [ am 
charmed by your Eloquence, and I 
admire the Preacher at the fame 
Time that I condemn the Doétrine. 
But there is no Sort of Perfons 
whofe Opinions one is more in- 
clined to wih right, than thofe who 
are ingenioufly in the Wrong; who 
have the Art to add Grace to Error, 
and can dignify Miitakes. 

Foreive me then, Palemon, if I 
am more than commonly follicitous 
that you fhould review the Senti- 
ments you advanced (I will not fay, 
fupvorted) with fo much Elegance 
in your laft Letter, and that I prefs 
you to re-confider your Notions 
again and again. Can I fail, in- 
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deed, to with that you may find 
Reaion to renounce an Qpinion, - 
which may poffibly one Day or o- 
ther deprive me of a Friend, and 
my Country of a Patriot? while 
Providence, perhaps, would yet 
have {pared him to both. Can I 
fail to regret, that I fhould hold 
one of the moft valuable Enjoy- 
ments of my Life upon a Tenure 
more than ordinarily precarious, 
and that, befides thofe numberleis 
Accidents by which Chance may 
{natch you from the World, a 
gloomy Sky, or a crofs Event, may 
determine Palemon to put an End 
to a Life, which all who have been 
a Witnefs to, muft for ever ad- 
mire. 

But, ‘ Does the Supreme Being 
(you afk) difpenfe his Bounty up- 
on Conditions difierent from all 
other Benefactors; and will he 
force a Gift upon me which is no 
longer acceptable ?’ 

Let me demand in Return, Whe- 
ther a Creature, fo confined in its 
Perceptions as Man, may not mil- 
take his true Intereft, and eject, 
from a partial Regard, what would 
be well worth accepting upon a 
more comprehenfive View? May 
not even a mortal Benefactor better 
underitand the Value of that Pre- 
fent he offers, than the Perfon to 
whom it is tendered? And fhall 
the Supreme Author of all Benefi- 
cence be efieemed lefs wife in dif- 
tinguifhing the Worth of thofe 
Grants he confers? I agree with 
you, indeed, that we were called 
into iixiftence in order to receive 
Happinefs, but I can by no Means 
infer from thence, that we are at 
Liberty to refign our Being when- 
ever it becomes a Burden. On the 
contrary, thofe Premifes feem to 
lead to a Concluficn dire&tly op- 
pofite; and if the gracious Author 
of my Life created me with an In- 
tent to make me happy, does it not 
neceflarily follow, that I thall mof 
certainly obtain that Privilege, if 
] do not juiily forfeit it by my own 
Mifconduét ? --- Numberlefs Ends 
may be anfwered in the Schemes of 
Providence, by turning afide or in- 
terrupting that Stream of Boynty, 
which our limited Reafon can“in no 
Sort 
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Sort difcover. How prefumptuous 
then muft it be, to throw back a 
Grant upon the Hands of the great 
Governor of the Univerfe, merely 
becaufe we do not immediately feel 
or underitand its full Advantages! 

That it is the Intention or the 
Deity we fhould remain in this 
State of Being, till his Summons 
calls us away, feems as evident as 
that we at firft entered into it by his 
Command: For we can no more 
continue, than we could begin to 
exift, without the Concurrence of 
the fame Supreme Interpofition. 
While therefore, the animal Powers 
do not ceale to perform thofe Func- 
tions to which they were direéted 
by their great Author, it may juttly, 
I think, be conciuded, that it is his 
Defign they fhouid not. 

Still, however, you urge, § That 
€ by putting a Period to your own 
* Exiftence here, you only alter the 
© Modification of Matter; and how 
€ (you afk) is the Order of Provi- 
‘ dence difturbed by changing the 
‘ Combination of a Parcel of Atoms 
‘ from one Figure to another ?’ 

But furely, Palemon, there is a 
Fallacy in this Reafoning: Suicide 
is fomething more than changing 
the component Parts of the animal 
Machine. It is ftriking out a fpiri- 
tual Subftance from that Rank of 
Beings, wherein the wife Author of 
Nature has placed it, and forcibly 
breaking in upon fome other Order 
of Exiftence. And as it is impof- 
fible for the limited Powers of Rea- 
fon to penetrate the Defigns of Pro- 
vidence, it can never be proved 
that this is not difturbine the 
Schemes of Nature. We poflibly 
may te, and indeed moft probably 
are, connected with fome highe 
Rank of Creatures: Now Philoio- 
phy will never be able to deter- 
mine that thofe Conneétions may 
not be difconcerted by prema- 
turely quitting our prefent Man- 
fion. 

One of the ftronceft Paffions im- 
planted in Human Nature, is the 
Fear of Death. It feems, in- 
deed, to be placed by Providence 
as a Sort of Guard to retain Man- 
kind within their appointed Sta- 
tion. Why elfe fhould it fo univer- 


436 Letter from Sir Thomas Fitzofborne to a Friend, who defended Self-Murdey. 


fally and almoft invariably ope- 
rate? It is obfervable that no fuch 
Affeétion appears in any Species of 
Beings below us. ‘They have no 
Temptation, or no Ability, to de- 
fert the Poft affigned to them, and 
therefore, it fhould feem, they have 
no Checks of this Kind to keep 
them within their prefcribed Li- 
mits. ‘This general Horror then in 
Mankind at the Apprehenfion of 
their Diffolution, carries withit, I 
think, a very ittrong prefumptive 
Argument in Favour of the Opinion 
J am endeavouring to maintain. 
For if it were not given to us for the 
Purpoie I have fuppofed, what o- 
ther can it ferve? Cun it be ima- 
gined that the benevolent Author 
of Nature would have fo deeply 
wove it into our Conititution, only 
to interrupt our prefent Enjoy- 
ments. 

I cannot, I confefs, difcover how 
the Practice of Suicide can be jul- 
tified upon any Principle, except 
that of downright Atheiim. If we 
(iP bofe a good Providence to go- 
vern the World, the Confequence is 
undeniable, that we muft entirely 
rely vponit. If we imagine an evil 
one to prevail, what Chance is there 
of finding that Happinefs in ano- 
the: Scene which we have in vain 
fought for inthis? ‘The fame ma- 
levolent Oninipotence can as eafily 
purfue us in the next Remove, as 
perfecute us in this our firft Station. 

Upon the Whole, Palemon, Pru- 
dence ftrongly forbids fo hazardous 
an Experiment as that of being our 
own Executioners. We know the 
worlt that can happen in fupport- 
ing Life under all its moft wretched 
Circumftances: And if we fhould 
be miftaken in thinking it our Duty 
to endure a Load, which in Truth 
we may iecurely lay down ; it 1s an 
Error extremely limited in its Con- 
iequences. They cannot extend be- 
yond this prefent E:xiftence, and 
poilibly may end much earlier: 
Whereas no Mortal can with the 
leat Degree of Afurance pro- 
nounce what may not be the Ef- 
fects of acting agreeably to the con- 

rary Opinion. 
I am, &c. 
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The wonderful Contrivance of Nature 
or the Prefervation of a Plant 
that grows in the River Rhone. 


THis Plant confifts of a {mall 
Root, with a few long Leaves 
rifing from it, and in the midft of 
them a Stalk of two or three Feetin 
Length, but fo weak, thatit is by no 
Means able to fupport itfclf erect. 
On the Top of each Stalk, is one 
fingle Flower, in fome Degree re- 
fembling a fincle Flower from a 
Bunch of Jeffamine. It appears to be 
the Purpofe of Nature, and it is ab- 
folutely neceflary to the well being 
of the Plant, that every Part of it 
fhould be immerfed in Water, ex- 
cept juft the Flower at the Top of 
each Stalk. But thefe Flowers mutt 
be always kept above the Water; and 
the Heat of the Sun is requifite to 
the opening the Seeds contained in 
a Cup at the Bafe of them. Now the 
Rhone, wherein this Plant grows in 
great Abundance, is a River of very 
uncertain Depth, and thatin Places 
very near one another: If the Seeds 
of this Plant, or the Side Shoots 
from the Root, produce new ones 
at different Depths, how is the 
Flower to be carried to the Top, 
and only juft to the ‘Top of the Wa- 
ter in each? The Rhone is alfo, 
of all Rivers, the moft apt to he 
{welled by fudden Floods; in this 
Cafe, how is the Plant that was juit 
flowering in its proper Manner, at 
four Feet Depth, to be kept in the 
neceflary State of having that 
Flower above Water, when the 
Depth is increafed to fix? Or how 
is it to be kept from falling on the 
Surface of the Water, and rotting, 
when the Depth decreafes, and 
Jeaves a Foot or two of a naked 
Stalk, which is unable to fupport 
itfelf? All this is provided for by 
Nature, or rather by God the Crea- 
tor, who with apparent Wifdom and 
Intention has made the Stalk which 
fupports the Flower of this Plant of 
fuch a Form and Texture, that it at 
all Times fuits itfelf to the Depth of 
the Water itisin; for the Stalks are 
not ftrait, but twilted in a fpiral 
Form, in the Manner of a Cork- 
Screw, or rather in the Manner of 
thofe Springs of Wire, which we 
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fee made by wrapping the Wire 
round a {mail Stick. By this For- 
mation, the Stalks of this Plant 
have a Power of extending and cen- 
tracting themfelves in Length, and 
this fo tuddenly, that let the Rife or 
Fall of the Water be ever fo cuick, 
the lengthening or fhortening of the 
Stalks accompany it; and the fame 
Formation fuits them in a yet eafier 
Manner to diiierent Depths. By 
this Formation (the hke of which 
is not fecn in any other Plant in Na- 
ture) the Flower of the Valli/neria 
(for fo this fingular Vegetable is 
called) is kept juit at the Surface of 
the Water, be the Depth what it 
will, or the Changes in Depth ever 
fo fudden. By this Means, the Sun 
has Power to ripen the Flower till 
the Seeds are {cattered on the Sur- 
face of the Water in perfec& Ripe- 
nefs, where they float a little while; 
but when thoroughly wetted fink, 
and take Rootat the Bottom. To 
prove to ocular Demonftration 
what is faid of this Plant, feveral 
of them have been put into Veilels 
of Water, fome of them with Stalks 
fo long, that one half of them was 
above the Surface of the Water; 
others with them {fo fhort, that they 
were immerfed feveral Inches under 
it; but in a few Hours they had 
each adapted the Length oi their 
Stalks to the Depth, ana the Flower 
of every one was floating juft onthe 
Surface. 


Extra@ from the MONITOR, 
Number 464. 
T HIS Monitor is upon the Beha- 


viour of the Secretaries of State 
with Regard to Mr. Wilkes. ‘ The 
apprehending Mr. W7/ges, fays the 
Monitor, together with the Seizure 
of all his Papers, by a Warrant in 
which he was not named; the Ri- 
gour with which that Warrant was 
executed upon him; the further Vi- 
olence, which probably would have 
attended this unfortunate Step, had 
it not been for the juperior Difcre- 
tion of the Meflengers employed; 
his Commitmenr, in Confequence, 
to clofe Cuftody, fo as not to allow 
the Admifiion of a Friend to affiit 
him, or a Lawyer to advife with, in 
applying 
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applying for that Remedy, which 
the Law itfelf has wifely provided 
for every Man under Confinement ; 
and all this without fo much as the 
Pretence of a Charge of High Trea- 
fon; has juftly raifed an Alarm thro’ 
the whole Kingdom. Which the 
Ufe made of thofe Papers after- 
wards, has not tended to leffen. 

The Sentiments of the People 
ae this Occafion, from moft Parts 
of the Kingdom, have been exprefs- 
ed in a Voice loud enough to be 
heard, and a Language too plain to 
be mifunderftood. And, I with I 
could be authorized to fay, this has 
been done without giving Offence. 

All the Power of Magiftrates is 
derived originally from the People ; 
and is given into their Hands with 
this Truft, that it be employed for 
the Prefervation of the Society, and 
fas far as will confi? with the Pub- 
tic Good) of every Perfon in it; not 
for the Gratification of the Pride, 
Revenge, or other Paflions of weak 
Men, who may chance to get into 
the Poffeffion of it. If this was al- 
ways ferioufly attended to by Men 
in Power, one would hope little 
Caufe would ever be given for juit 
Complaint. 

When the egal Power is exercifed 
with that Calmnefs and Moderati- 
on and thofe Feelings of Humanity, 
which become the Dignity of Juf- 
tice; it will always command Re- 
fpe&t and Reverence, even from bad 
Men. But when any unneceflary Vi- 
olence appears in its Exertion, it 
difgraces the Authority, from which 
it is derived; and all good Men, 
and Friends to Government, will 
with to fee it lodged in better 
Hands. 

But to return. ‘The People fay, 
that the Power of iffuing Geveral 
Warrants for the Apprehenfion of 
unknown Criminals, and /e7xing 
their Papers, was never given by 
them into the Hands of the Exvecus 
tive; either by the original Com- 
pa&t, upon which all lawful Go- 
vernment is founded, or by any fub- 
fequent Law eftablifhed with their 
Confent; and therefore a Security 
from fuch Power is properly their 
Rirthright. If they are miftaken ; 
jet them, in the Name of Peace, be 
fet to Rights, with Calmuze/s and De- 
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Men entered at firlt into Society 
for the mutual Prefervation of their 
Property, that is, their Lives, Li- 
berties, and Eftates; on Account 
of the uncertain Enjoyment of the 
Right every Man had in a State of 
Nature, by its being conftantly ex. 

ofed to the Invafion of others. — 

herefore it cannot reafonably be 
fuppofed, that they would put any 
Power into the Hands of the Execu- 
tive, which was not neceffary for 
the public Security, fo as to leave 
themfelves expofed (though ever fo 
innocent) to Fears and continual 
Dangers; which is the very Evil 
they meant to avoid by entering in- 
to Society. 

If it fhould be objeéted to this, 
That great Offences may be com- 
mitted, when the Magiftrate is un- 
certain who is the Offender. I an- 
{wer; this may fometimes be the 
Cafe. But how is this Inconveni- 
ence to be remedied, by commit- 
ting a Power to take up any Body, 
to a Man no wifer than himfelf? 
And yet the Praétice muft be at- 
tended with this untoward Mifchief, 
that every Man, innocent or guilty, 
is expofed to the fame Danger by it. 
If, by Law, a Man accufed is, be- 
fore Conviction, to be /xuppofed in- 
nocent; a Man unaccuied mutt, by 
the fame Rule, be adjudged really 

Such a Power appears very well 
calculated for the Purpofes of Op- 
preflion and Tyranny. And fome- 
thing like it has frequently been 
practifed, with Succefs, in defpotic 
Governments. But unlefs it can be 
made to appear neceflary or expedi- 
ent for the Security of a free Com- 
monwealth, it will be difficult to 
prove, it was ever meant to be 
lodged in the Hands of the Execu- 
tive Of fuch a Government. 

It is agreed on all Hands, that 
Juftices of the Peace cannot legally 
put all his Majefty’s good Subjects 
in Fear, by iffuing fuch Geacraf 
Warrants. Yet thefe are the Ma- 
ciftrates who, nar the whole 
Kinedom, are invetted with the ufe- 
ful Power, to fecure all Sorts of Of- 
fenders againft the public Peace. — 
Why a Secretary of State, in the 
Execution of the fame public Ser- 
vice, and for the fame Ends, — 
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be intrufted with more Power, nay, the Security of the Commonwealth 
with a Power which muft neceflari- may fometimes require an Exertion 
ly be attended with more Danger, of Power, which perhaps cannot 
than Service, to the Community, is ftritly be juftified by Law. But 
an A:nigma in Politics which I can- shez it behoves thofe who make Ule 
not explain. of it, to take Care that it may be 

The Monitor then takes Notice, juftified by the Necefity of the Cafe. 
That what is alledged that Secreta- And even in that Cafe, as General 
ries of State are Perfons of fuperior Warrants can never be neceflary, 
Abilities and Integrity to F posse they ought never to be ufed: But, 
of the Peace in general, and there- whoever it may be proper to fecure, 
fore may fafely be intrafted with whether upon Information or rea- 
more Power, is of littleornoWeight, /oxable Sufpicion, the Name ought 
becaufe Secretaries of State have undoubtedly to be mentioned in the 
fometimes proved, upon Trial, nei- Warrant; unlefs it may be advife- 
ther the honefteft nor wifeft of Men, able to increafe the Confufion of 
nor the cooleft Heads in the Com- the Times, by putting the People 





monwealth. But, what (fays he) is 
more material to the prefent Pur- 
pofe is, that, as Men are but Men, 
no Man whatever ought to be trufted 
with more Power than is neceflary, 
or at leaft highly expedient, for the 
Security of the Peace, Order, and 
Well-being of the Community ; and 
even then to be carefully watched 
that he ufes it for that End, and not 
for Oppreffion. 

Whoever grafps at more, he only 
takes fo much Pains to convince the 
Public, that he is not fit to be in- 
trufted with any. Such a Man, if 
he knew himfelf, and truly valued 
his own Happinefs, would add a 
Deprecation of the Pofe/Jion of Pow- 
er to his Litany; rather than oblige 
thofe, who may be injured by him, 
or in Danger from him, to add dis 


in double Fear; both for the Go- 
vernment, and from the Govern- 


ment. 
The wanton Seizure of the Papers 


of the Subject, or indeed the Sel- 
zure of them upon any Pretence, 


except in Cafes of High Treafon, 
is a PraGice obviou/ly fraught with 
fo much certain Miichief, and of fo 
little real Service to the public Se- 
curity, that it is unnecefiary to take 
any further Notice of it. 

It has been faid, that the Mini/ry 
are fo well convinced of their Muii- 
take in the Cafe of Mr. Wilkes, that 
there is no Danger of their attempt- 
ing the like again. I hope this will 
prove true. But I muft with, for his 
Majer: Sake, that the People might 

a 


be fatisfied of the Truth of it, by 


the only Evidence which can reae 


Name in the fame Manner to theirs. /ozably convince them, and which 
OWER is a bewitching Thing. is in the Power of the Miniltry a- 


And no fooner does a weak or fel-. Jone to give; that is, by withdraw- 
fifh Man get into Poffeffion of any ing their Oppofition to the legal 
confiderable Share of it, but he finds Determination againft them, and 
an Hunger and Thirit after more; paying the juft Damages which have 
which never quits him, till he is dif- accrued by their Mifconduc. 

poffefied of all. And at laff, when As long as this Oppofition fhall 
obliged to refign his Power, the part- continue, it cannot radionally be 
ing with it goes as hard as parting deemed any thing lefs than a Claim 


with Life itielf. 


‘© He often takes Leave, but is 
** Joth to depart.” 


As we have been treating only of 
the Power to be exerted in the re- 
gular and ordinary Adminiftration 
of Juftice within the Realm, the 
Cafe of open Rebellion may be fup- 
pofed out of the Queftion. 

This is an extraordinary Circum- 
ftance. And, when all is at Stake, 


of Right to the Power contefled. 
An Repentaiite without Rest1- 
TUTIiON,is a Word without aMean- 
ing. 
The HAPPY DIVORCE: 
A Morat Tate. 
{ Continued from Page 474. |] 
LUCHIAs Suppers foon be- 
came fome of the moft brilli- 
ant in Paris. Her Company was 
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fought by all the handfome Women 
and Men of Gallantry. But there 
was a Neceflity for Lucilia nerane 
fome Particular, and who fhoul 
engage her firft, it was obferved, 
had the only hard Tafk! In the 
mean Time fhe enjoyed the Ho- 
mages of a brilliant Set; and her 
Heart, yet irrefolute, feemed to fuf- 
pend her Choice only to render it 
more flattering. She thought at laft 
fhe faw the Perfon who would de- 
termine it. At the Approach of the 
Count de Blamze, all the Pretenders 
to her lowered their Tone. He was, 
of the whole Court, the moit to be 
dreaded by a young Woman. It was 
agreed, that there was no refifting 
him, and fo they {pared themfelves 
the Trouble. He was beautiful as 
the Day, prefented himfelf with 
Grace, {poke little, but extremely 
well ; & 1f he faid common Things, 
he rendered them interefting by the 
moft pleafing Sound of Voice, and 
the moft beautiful Look in the 
World. They could not fay that 
Balmze was a Fop, his Foppery had 
fo much Dignity. A modeft Haugh- 
tinefs formed his Character ; he de- 
cided with the gentleft Air in the 
World, and the moft Laconic Tone: 
He liftened to Contradiétions with 
a Smile; and if they preffed him to 
explain himfelf, he fmiled ftill and 
kept Silence, or repeated what he 
had faid. Never did he combat the 
Opinion of another, never did he 
take any Trouble to give a Reafon 
for his own: It was the moft atten- 
tive Politenefs, and the moft deci- 
five Prefumption, that had ever yet 
been feen united in a young Man 
of Quality. 

This Affurance had fomething 
commanding in it, which rendered 
him the Oracle of Tafte, and the Le- 
giflator of Fafhion. They were ne- 
ver fure of being right in the Choice 
of a Suit, or the Colour of a Car- 
riage, *till Blamze had approved it 
by 2 Glance. J+ és excellent, it is 
handfome, were the precious Words 
from his Mouth; and his Silence a 
Dead Warrant. The Defpotifm of 
his Opinion extended even over 
Beauty, Talents, Wit, and Graces. 
In a Circle of Women, fhe whom 
he had honoured with a particu 
lar Attention was that Initant in 
Vogue. 


Blamze’s Reputation had gone be- 
fore him to Lucilia’s; but the De- 
ference which even his Rivals paid 
him, redoubled the Efteem fhe had 
conceived for him. She was daz- 
zled with his Beauty, and ftil] more 
furprized with his Modefty. He 
prefented himfelf with the moft re- 
{pe€tful Air, feated himfelf in the 
loweft Place, but all Looks were 
foon direéted towards him. 1S 
Drefs was the Model of Tafte: All 
the young People who furround- 
ed him ftudied it with a fcrupulous 
Attention. His Laces, his Embroi- 
dery, his Manner of ot his 
Head, were all examined: ‘They 
writ down the Names of his Trades- 
People and Workmen. —— ‘ It is 
‘ ftrange,’ faid they, ‘ we fee thefe 
‘ Defigns, thefe Colours, no where 
‘ but with him.’ Blamze confeffed 
modeftly that it coft him very little 
Trouble. ‘ Induftry,’ faid he, ‘ is 
‘ at its higheft Perfection; you need 
‘ but to enlighten and direét it.’ 
He took a Pinch of Snuff as he faid 
thefe Words, and his Box excited 
new Curiofity ; it was, however, 
the Work of a young Artift whom 
Blamze drew. out of Oblivion. 
They afked him the Price of every 
Thing ; he replied with a Smile, 
that he knew the Price of none of 
them; and the Women whifpered 
to each other in the Ear the Name 
of her who was charged with thefe 
Details. 

‘I am afhamed, Madam,’ faid 
Blamze to Lucilia, * that thefe Tri- 
‘ fles fhould take up an Attention 
‘ which ought to centre in a more 
interefling Object. Pardon me if 
I liften to the frivolous Queftions 
of thefe young Men: Never did 
Complaifance coft me fo dear. I 
hope,’ added he in a low Voice, 
that you will permit me to come 
and make myielf Amends in fome 
more tranquil Moment.’ ‘ I fhall 
be very glad to fee you,’ replied 
Lucilia blufhing ; & by her Bluthes, 
and the tender Smile with which 
Blamze accompanied a moftt refpeét- 
ful Bow, the Affembly judged that 
it would not be long before the In- 
trigue came to a Conclufion. Luci- 
lia, who did not fee the Confe- 
quence of a few Words faid in the 
ar, and who did not think that 
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fhe had made an Affignation, fcarce 

aid any Attention to the Looks of 

eaning which the Women caft on 
each other, & to the light Railleries 
which efcaped the Men. She deli- 
vered herfelf up infenfibly to her 
own Reflections, & was quite grave 
the whole Evening. They often 
turned the Converfation on Blamze; 
all the Company {poke well of him: 
His Rivals talked of him with Ef- 
teem; Lucilia’s Rivals fpoke of him 
with Complaifance. No Body was 
more genteel, more gallant, more 
refpectful ; and of twenty Women, 
on whofe Account he had Reafon 
to pride himfelf, not one had any 
Reafon to complain. Lucilia be- 
came attentive: Nothing efcaped 
her: ‘ Twenty Women!’ faid the 
within herfelf, * that is much: But 
* need we be furprifed at it? He 
* feeks one who may be worthy to 
‘ fix him, and capable of fixing her- 
* felf.’ 

She hoped the next Day that he 
would come early, and before the 
Crowd of Vifiters: She waited for 
him, fhe grew uneafy, he came not, 
fhe was out of Temper; he wrote, 
fhe read his Billet, and her I}!-Hu- 
mour ceafed. He was diitracted to 
lofe the moft agreeable Moments of 
hisLife.Some Impertinents hadbroke 
in upon him, he would have made 
his Efcape; but thefe Impertinents 
were People of Rank. It was not in 
his Power to be happy till the next 
Day; but he befeeched Lucilia to re- 
ceive him early, ‘to abridge, faid he, 
‘ by a few Hours, the cruel Weari- 
¢ nefs of Abfence.’— The Company 
came as ufual, and Luczlia received 
them with a Coldnefs at which they 
were piqued. ‘ We fhall not have 
“ Blamze this Evening,’ faid C/la- 
rif with a difconfolate Air; ‘ he 
‘““goes to fup at Araminta’s little 
. ons Naren thefe Words Lucilia 
turned pale, and the Gaiety which 
reigned around her only ferved to 
recouble the Grief which fhe en- 
deayoured to diffemble. Her firft E- 
moiion was, not to fee the perfidi- 
ous Man more. But Clariffa want- 
ed, perhaps, either out ot Malice 
or eaieele. to impute a Wrong to 
him of which he was not guilty. It 
was after all engaging herielf to no- 
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thing, to fee him once more ; and 
before condemning him, it was jut 
to hear him. [: 7] be continued] 


Of Superftition and Enthufiafm. 


THAT the Corruption of the beft 

Things produces the worft, is 
grown into a Maxim, and Is com- 
monly proved, among other Inftan- 
ces, by the pernicious Effects of Sz- 
perftition and Enthufia/m, the Cor- 
ruption of true Religion. 

_ Thefe two Species of falfe Re- 
ligion, though both pernicious, are 
yet of a very different, and even of 
contrary Nature. The Mind of Man 
is fubje&t to certain unaccountable 
Terrors and Apprehenfions, pro- 
ceeding either from the unhapp 
Situation of private or public Af- 
fairs, from ill Health, from a gloomy 
and melancholy Difpofition, or from 
the Concurrence of all thefe Cir- 
cumftances. In fuch a State of 
Mind, infinite unknown Evils are 
dreaded from unknown Agents ; 
and where real Objeéts of ‘Terror 
are wanting, the Soul, active to its 
own Prejudice, and foftering its pre- 
dominant Inclination, finds imagi- 
nary ones, to whofe Power and Ma- 
levolence it fets no Limits. As 
thefe Enemies are entirely invifible 
and unknown, the Methods taken 
to appeafe them are equally unac- 
countable, and confift in Ceremo- 
nies, Obfervances, Mortifications, 
Sacrifices, Prefents, orin any Prac- 
tice, however abfurd and frivolous, 
which either Folly or Knavery re- 
commends to a blind and terrified 
Credulity. Weaknefs, Fear, Me- 
lancholy, along with Ignorance, are, 
therefore, the true Sources of Super= 

22202. 

But the Mind of Man is alfo fub- 
ject to an unaccountable Elevation 
and Prefumption, proceeding from 

rofperous Succefs, from luxuriant 

Frea th, from ftrong Spirits, or from 
a hold and confident Difpofition. — 
In fuch a State of Mind, the Ima- 

ination {wells with great, but con- 

Fated Conceptions, to which no fub- 
lunary Beauties or Enjoyments can 
correfpond. Every Thing mortal 
and perifhable vanifhes as unwor- 
thy of Attention. And a full Range 
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is given to the Fancy in the invifible 


Of True Greatnefs. 


nothing, {ays he, “9 at all, if 


Regions or World of Spirits, where you thus refufe to accept of any Thing. 
the Soul is at Liberty to indulge it- The Door-keeper then accepted of 


felf in every Imagination, that may 
beft fuit its prefent Tafte and Dil- 

ofition. ence arife ‘Tranfports, 

aptures, and furprifing Flights of 
Fancy ; and Confidence and Pre- 
fumption ftill increafing, thefe Rap- 
tures, being altogether unaccounta- 
ble, and feeming quite beyond the 
Reach of our ordinary Faculties, 
are attributed to the immediate In- 
fpiration of that Divine Being who 
is the Object of Devotion. In a 
little Time, the infpired Perfon 
comes to regard himfelf as the chief 
Favourite of the Divinity; and when 
this Frenzy once takes Place, which 
is the Summit of Enthufia/m, every 
Whimfey is confecrated: Human 
Reafon, and even Morality are re- 
jected as fallacious Guides: And 
the fanatic Madman delivers him- 
felf over, blindly, and without Re- 
ferve, to the fuppofed Hlapfes of 
the Spirit, and to Infpirations from 
above. Hope, Pride, Prefumption, 
a warm Imagination, along with Ig- 
norance, are, therefore, the true 
Sources of ENTHUSIASM. 


Of Truzt GREATNESS, 
[ Continued from Page 462. ] 


Ti A'T we may have the better 
Notion of the Noblenefs and 
Greatnefs of a difinterefled Mind, 
let us confiderit, not in Generals 
and Princes, whofe Glory and 
Power may feem perhaps to heigh- 
ten the Luittre of this Virtue, but in 
Perfons of a lower Rank, who have 
nothing about them but the Virtue 
itfelf to raife our Admiration. — A 
poor Man, who was Door-Keeper 
to a Boarding- Houfe in M/i/an, found 
a Purfe with two hundred Crowns in 
it. The Man who had loit it, in- 
formed by a public Advertifement, 
came to the Houfe, and giving a 
good Proof that the Purfe Slouned 
to him, the Door-Keeper reftored it 
to him. The Owner full of Joy 
and Gratitude, offered his Benetac- 
tor twenty Crowns, which the other 
abfolutely refufed. He then came 
down to ten, and afterwards to five. 
But finding him itil] inexorable, he 
throws his Purfe upon the Ground, 
and inan angry Tone, J ave loft 


five Crowns, which he immediately 
diftributed among the Poor. 

A Lieutenant - General in the 
French King’s Army ufed to tell, 
that upon a certain Occafion, when 
the Soldiers were bufy in ftripping 
the Bodies of the Slain, the com- 
manding Officer, to encourage them 
to purfue the Enemy, and at the 
fame Time to make Amends for 
their Lofs, threw down among them 
40 or 50 Piftoles, which he had in his 
Pocket. The greateft Part of them 
refufed to fhare in this Liberality, 
and thoughtit would difhonour them 
to want Prefents for doing their Du- 
ty, and ferving their King. The 
late M. de Louvois, being informed 
of this AGtion, highly commended 
them, gave each of them a Sum of 
Money in Sight of the Army, and 
tcok Care to advance them as Occa- 
fion offered. 

Whoever reads fuch Stories as 
thefe cannot but be fenfible of the 
Impreffion they make upon his 
Heart. Let us then compare fo no- 
ble and generous a Conduét with the 
low Sentiments of Abundance of 
Perfons, who feem to regard and va- 
lue nothing in the great Places they 
enjoy, but the Opportunity to en- 
rich themfelves with Eafe ; and we 
fhall net icruple to conclude with 
Tully, that there is no Vice fo in- 
famous, efpecially in Perfons of 
Rank and Office, as Avarice. 

This Paffion for Money is a Fault 
extremely difhonourable to Men of 
Learning, as on the other Hand no- 
thing gains them a greater Reputa- 
tion, than the looking upon Riches 
with Indifference. 

Amict, who was fo great an Ho- 
nour to Learning in his Age, fullied 
his Glory in fome Meafure by this 
Ruit of Avarice. He was a poor 
Boy, and as is fuppofed the Son of a 
Butcher, and raifed himfelf by his 
Merit. He was Bifhop of Auxerre, 
and Grand Almoner of France. 
Charles the Xith. whom he inftruc- 
ted and brought up, always called. . 
him his Maiter, and fometimes di- 
verting himfelf with him, would jef- 
tingly reproach him: with his’ Ava- 
rice. One Day as Amiot was afking 


for a rich Benefice, 4) / Ma/ter, 
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; Of True Greatne/s. 


fays the King, you ufed to fay, thati 

z had Ww pat Crowns A 
Year, you foould be fatisfied. I be- 
lieve you have that, and more. Sir, 
anfwered he, my Appetite increafes 
with my Food. He conttantly ob- 
tained what he afked for; and died 
worth Two Hundred ‘Thoufand 
Crowns. 


BUILDINGS. 


We feldom form a right Judg- 
ment of Objeéts, that have a {plen- 
did Outfide, and ftrike the View by 
their external Luitre. ‘There are 
few Perfons, who hear of the fa- 
mous Pyramids of Ee ypt, without 
being tranfported with Admiration, 
and extolling the Grandeur and 
Magnificence of the Princes, who 
raifed them. Aad yet it is to be 
queftioned whether this Admiration 
be well grounded, or thofe enormous 
Piles of Building, which coft fuch 
immenfe Sums, and eccafioned the 
Lofs ot fo many Men who were em- 
ployed about them, and which were 
only intended for Pomp and Otten- 
tation, and not for any folid Uie; it 
certainly admits of a Queition, whe- 
ther fuch Buildings deferve to be 
{poke of with fo much Applaufe. 

True Greatnefs does not confift in 
defiring ordoing whata difordered 
Imagination, or a popular Error, re- 
prefent as great and magnificent. It 
does not confiit in attempting difh- 
cult Things, purely becaufe the 
aredifficult. Nor is it affected wit 
what feems wonderful, or actuated 
by the Pleafure of furmounting Im- 
poflibilities, as Hiftory relates of Ne- 
ro, with whom whatever feemed im- 
practicable had the Idea of Grand. 

Cicero was of Opinion, that only 
fuch Works and Buildings really 
deferved Admiration, as were de- 
figned for the public Good, fuch as 
Aquedu€is, City-Walls, Citadels, 
Arfenals, and Sea-Ports. 

He obferves, that Pericles, the 
ey Man in Greece, was jufily 

vlamed for exhautting the public 
Treafures in adorning the City of 
Athens, and enriching it with fuper- 
lluous Ornaments. ‘The Romanus, 
trom the Foundation of the :mpire, 
had a very different Tafte. They had 
Grandeurin their View, butin fuch 
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Matters only as concerned Religion, 
or the public Emolument. Livy ob- 
ferves, that under Targuinius Super- 
bus they finifhed a Work to carry off 
the Waters of the Town, and laid the 
Foundationsof the Capitol with fuch 
Magnificence as After - Ages have 
fcarce been able toimitate ; and we 
to this Day admire the Strength and 
Beauty of the public Ways, which 
were raifed by the Romans in diffe- 
rent Parts, and {till fubfiftt almoft 
entire after fo many Ages. 

A like Judgment is to be paffed 
upon the Buildings of private Per- 
fons. Tully examining what Kind 
of Houfe is proper for a Perfon in 
a great Office, and of diftinguifhed 
Rank in the State, thinks Lodging 
and Ufe what ought principally to 
be regarded ; to which a fecond 
View might be added, with Regard 
to Convenience and Dignity; but 
he particularly recommends the a- 
voiding all exceflive Magnificence 
and Expence, as the Example never 
fails of becoming pernicious and 
contagious, Men being generally apt 
not only to imitate, but to exceed 
others in this particular. Who, fays 
Tully, has rivalled the famous Lu- 
cullus in his Virtues ? But how many 
have followed his Example in the 
Coftlinefs of his Buildings ? And 
in our own Days we could cite A- 
bundance of Families, which have 
either been entirely ruined, or re- 
markably hurt by a Madnefs for 
building magnificent Houfes in 
‘Town or Country, which are the 
Tombs of the moft fubftantial Ri- 
ches of a Family, and foon pafs in- 
to the Hands of Strangers, who reap 
the Advantage of the firit Owner’s 
Folly. And this fhould lead fuch 
Perfons as are entrufted with the F- 
ducation of Youth, to caution them 
early againft fo common and fo dan- 
gerous a Tafte. 

[To e continued.} 


A Lift of all the Fairs in England 
and Wales in the Month of Au- 
guit. 


z. Rrightlingfea, Brookland, Brouch- 

ton (Lancaih.) Purnham (Ner- 
folk,) Chepftow, Cowbridge, Exeter, 
Frampton, Lenfici’, Lantritient, Midford- 
Green, 
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Green, Loughborough, Newent, North- 
Curry, Ottley, Partney, Peckham, Slaid- 
burn, St. Germans, St. Neot’s, Stoke- 
Gomer, Wifbech in the Ifle of Ely, 
Whitehaven, 2 Battlefield, Bridgnorth, 
Calne, Chulmly, Cowden, Dartford, Hea- 
don, Ickleton, Ivelchefter, Kefwick, 
Kingfton, Kyneton, Langeridge, Long- 
Cromarfh, Magdalen-Hill near Winton, 
Mold, Newark, Northwich, Stockbury, 
Stony - ftratford, Thetford, Wedmore, 
Wifbech, Yarm. 3. Daventry, Hitcham, 
Kingfton. 4 Carnarvon, Earl-Soham, 
Efher, Llandegla, Kingfton, Thirfk. 5 
Altrincham, Afhton-under-Line, Aud- 
Jey-End, Bicefter, Bofcaftle, Bromley, 


Caftle-Town, Chard, Cheltenham, Chi-’ 


chefter, Doncafter, Dorchefter (Dorfetth.) 
Dudley, Ecclefhall, Epfom, Garner- 
Street, Hatfield Broad-Oak, Hexham, 
Kirkofwald, Lianfechell, Langindairn, 
Northampton, Oakhampton, Queenbo- 
rough, Raven-Glafs, Rhos Fair, Saltafh, 
Skipton, Stamford, Staverdell, Thrapfton, 
Thirfk, Wattlefbury, Weftbury (Salop,) 
Wetherby. 6 Baldock, Chertfey, Eaft- 
Iifley, Goldfithnay, Holtwood, Linfield, 
Rhayadar, St. Ann’s-Hill (Devizes.) 7 
Howey. 8 Ruthin, Shepton-Mallet, 
Shifnal. 9 Lilanrwit. 1o Allucchurch, 
Appleby, Afhburton, Deddington, Duf- 
fryn, Flint, Hawkhurit, Hurftperpoint, 
Larfdown, St, Lawrence (Cornwail,) St. 
Lawrence (Kent,) Leachlade, Membury, 
Newburgh, Priddy, Sittingbourn, Snaith, 
Thaxtead, Waltham St. Lawrence, War- 
minfter, 11 Bofton. 12 Banbury, Bet- 
tws, Bridford, Caergwrley, Carmarthen, 
Criffingham-magna, Dunholm, Dunftable, 
Feverfham, Green, Hay, Highworth, 
Hornfey, Linfield, Malling, Mitcham, 
Newcaftle-upon-Tyne, Newton (Lanca- 
fhire,) Plympton, Sheepwafh, Sieaford, 
Stowmarket, Talybont, Treganatha, Uff- 
culme, York. 13 Bakewell. 14 Carp- 
hilly, Lianufydd, Trecaftle 15 Attiebo- 
rough, Keynfham, Lelant, Lifkeard, Mar- 
ket Welton, Newport (Monmouthfh.) 
Ofweftry, Ottery St. Harmon, St. Mary- 
Hill, Stamfordham, Thornbury, Tutbu- 
ry, Worcefter, Yarlington. 16 Afhborne, 
Brig, Burgh, Louth, Pentracth - Mon, 
Telfham. 17 Donnington, Llianfannan, 
Lilanderfel, Penyitreet in Trawsfyndd. 
18 Aberwingregin, Beddgelert, Camber- 
well, Clyonofawr, Emfworth, Navenby, 
Settle. 19 Ciack, Pwilihely, Sete. 20 
Abergely, Blackmore, Chorley, Moor- 
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linch, Penmorfa, Settle, Weldon. 21 Arun- 
del, Bedford, Blackmore, Cayo, Cheadle, 
Crediton, Farnham, Frodfham, Harlech, 
Hartlepoole, Horncaftle, Hungerford, 
Kilgarren, Kilham, Llangollen, Ludlow, 
Martock, Melton-Mowbray, Mwrras, 
Newburgh, Oundle, Rumney, Rugby, 
Settle, Stroud, Winflow, Wondford-Ea- 
gle, 22 Brachnell, Handford, Teftinivg. 
23 Bedford, Penmachno,. 24 Abbot’s- 
Bromley, Afhby de la Zouch, Barnet, 
South-Benfleet, Buckfaftleigh, Chipping, 
Carborne, St. Decumans, Eglwysfach, 
Kipmath, Lee, Loftwithell, Meer, New- 
bury, Orford, Sallcott, Southwould, 
Wainflect. 25 Barnet, Dingley, Cox- 
would, Elefinere, Haughley, Hermitage, 
Landrake, Lanfaiver, Newin, Partney, 
Ripley (Yorkthire,) Watchet. 26 Bamp- 
ton (Oxfordfh.) Barnet, Bingley, Borth, 
Carlifle, Corby, Eaft-brent, Elfdon, Gif- 
borough, Goudhurft, Haverhill, Hermi- 
tage, Hinkled, Iimifter, Little Driffield, 
Northampton, Porthaethwry, Prefton 
(Lancafh.) Rhos Fair, Ripley (Yorth.) 
Romfey, Swanzey, Stroud, Tollerton. 
27 Bingley, Cerrigy, Druidion, Gifbrough, 
limifter, Rhayadar, Ripley (Yorkth.) 28 
Cawitop, Llanerillo. 29 Overton, Pain- 
pill, Philip’s-Norton, Sampford-Peverell, 
30 Linton, Spalding. 31 Wicks, 


Moveable Fairs in AucustT. 


Wednefday before the 1ft, at Market 
Deeping. Firft Monday, at Corfle-Heath, 
Lampeter, Reddich. Monday after the rft, 
at Crowcomb, Curry-Rival. Monday af- 
ter the 2d, at Horning. Monday before 
the sth at Hoo, Thurfday before the sth, 
at Higham-Ferrys. Monday before the 
r2th, at Stamford. Wednefday after the 
12th at Knarefborough., Thurfday after 
the rath at Rippon. Tuefday before the 
24th at Botley. Wednefday before the 
24th at Dallwood, Thurfday before the 
24th at Chappel in le Firth. Friday before 
the 24th at Reeth. Monday after the 
24th at Kilmington, Morbath, Tarperley. 
Wednefday after the 26th at South Mol- 
ton. Laft Monday at Grefsford. Latt 
Tuefday at Newn, Laft Wednefday at 
Brampton, Laft Friday at Bleagon. Mon- 
day after the 29th at Road, A Guild at 
Prefton (Lancafhire) once in 20 Years. 
N. B. The Guild was held in the Year 
1762. 
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SeLecTt Pitces of Poerry. 


LOVE anv FRIENDSHIP: 
A PASTORAL. 


AMARYLLIS. 
HILE from the fkies the ruddy 
fun defcends ; 

And rifing night the ev’ning fhade ex- 
tends: 

While pearly dews o’erfpread the fruitful 
field 

And clofing flow’rs reviving odours yield ; 

Let us, beneath thofe fpreading trees, re- 
cite 

What from our hearts our mufes may ine 
dite. 

Nor need we, in this clofe retirement, 
fear, 

Leaft any fwain our am’rous fecrets hear. 


SYLVIA, 
To ev'ry fhepherd I would mine pro- 
claim, 
Since fair Aminta is my fofteft theme. 
A ftranger to the loofe delights of love, 
My thoughts the nobler warmth of friend- 
. fhip prove; 

And, while its pure and facred fire I 


fing, 
Chafte goddefs of the groves, thy fuccour 
bring. 


AMARYLLIS, 
Propitious god of Love, my breaft in- 
fpire 
With all thy charms, with all thy pleafing 
fire : 
Propitious god of Love thy fuccour bring, 
Whilft I thy darling, thy exis fing ; 
Alexis, as th’ op’ning bloffoms fair, 
Lovely as light, as foft as yielding air. 
For him each virgin fighs, and on the 
plains 
The happy youth above each rival reigns ; 
With fuch an air, and fuch a gracefu! 
mien, 
No fhepherd dances on the flow’ ry green: 


Nor to the echoing groves, and whifp’ring 


fprings, 
In fweeter ftrains the tuneful Conon fings; 
When loud applaufes fill the crouded 
groves, 
And Phebus the fuperior fong approves, 


SYLVIA, : 
Beauteous Aminta is as early light 
Breaking the meiancholy thades of night. 
When fhe is near, all anxious trouble 
flies, 
And our reviving hearts confefs her eyes, 


Young love, and blooming joy, and gay 
defires, 

In ev’ry breaft the beauteous nymph in- 
{pires : 

But on the plain when fhe no more ape 


pears, 

The plain a dark and gloomy profpe& 
wears. 

In vain the ftreams roll on; the eaftern 
breeze 

Dances in vain among the trembling trees, 

In vain the birds begin their ev’ning fong, 

And to the filent night their notes pre- 
long : 

Nor groves, nor cryftal ftreams, nor ver- 
dant field, 

Can wonted pleafure in her abfence yield, 


AMARYLLIS, 
Alexis abfent, all the penfive day, 
In fome obicure retreat I lonely ftray ; 
All day to the repeating caves complain, 
In mournful accents, anda dying ftrain. 
Dear, lovely youth! I cry to all around: 
Dear, lovely youth! the lonely vales re- 


found. 
SYLVIA. 
On flow’ry banks, by ev’ry murm’ring 
{tream, 


Aminta is my mufe’s fofteft theme : 

Tis fhe that does my artful notes refine, 

And with her name my noblett verfe thal 
fhine. 

AMARYLLTS, 
I'll twine frefh garlands for Alexis 

brows, 

And confecrate to him my fofteft vows : 

The charming youth fhall my Apotro 
prove ; 

Adorn my fongs, and tune my voice to 
love. 


The ErePuant ; or the Parliament Man, 
Writien many Years fince. 
Taken from COKE’s InsTiTutTes. 


"ER bribes convince you whom to 
chufe, 
The precepts of Lord Coke perufe. 
Obferve an Elephant, fays he, 
And let him like, your member be: 
Firft take a man that’s free from gall ; 
For Elephants have none at all: - 
In flocks or parties, he muft Keep ; 
For Elephants live juft like fheep: 
Stubborn in honour he mutt be ; 
For Elephants xe’er bend the knee ; 
Laft 
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Laft let his memory be found, 

In which your Elephant’s profound ; 
That o/d examples from the wife, 

May prompt him in his No’s and /’s. 
Thus the Lord Coke hath gravely writ, 

In all the form of lawyer’s wit; 

And then with Latin and all that, 
Shews the comparifon is pat. 

Yet in fome points my lord is wrong ; 
One's teeth are fold, and t’other’s tongue : 
Now men of parliament, God knows, 
Are more like Elephants of fhows 5 
Whofe docile memory and fenfe 

Are turn’d to trick, to gather pence, 
To get their mafter half a crown, 

They fpread their flag, or lay it down: 
Thofe who bore bulwarks on their backs, 
And guarded nations from attacks, 
Now practice ev’ry pliant gefture, 
Op’ning their trunks for ev’ry tefter. 
Siam, for Elephants fo fam’d, 

Is not with England to be nam’d : 
Their Elephants by men are fold ; 

Our’s fell themfelves, and take the gold. 


On a Pike of Rutwns. 


ARK !----- what dire found rolls 
murm’ring on the gale ? 
Ah! what foul-thrilling fcene appears : 
I fee the column’d arches fail ! 
And ftruétures hoar, the boaft of years! 
What mould’ring”piles decay’d 
Gleam thro’ the moon-ftreak’d fhade! 
Where Rome's proud genius rear’d her 
awful brow : 
Sad monument !---ambition near, 
Rolls on the duft, and pours a tear ; 
Pale honour drops the flitr’ring plume, 
And conqueft weeps o’er Cefar’s tomb; 
Slow patience fits with eye depreft, 
And courage beats his throbbing breaft ; 
E’en war’s red cheek the gufhing ftreams 
o’erflow, 
And fancy’s lift’ning ear attends the 
plaint of woe, 
Lo on yon pyramids fublime, 
Whence lics old Egypt's defart clime, 
Bleak, naked, wild! where ruin low’rs 
Mid fanes, and wrecks, and tumbling 
tow’'rs. 
On the fteep height, quite wafte & bare, 
Stands the pow’r with hoary hair: 
O’er his fcythe he bends ; his hand 
Stowly fhakes the flowing fand, 
While the hours, an airy ring, 
Lightly flit with downy wing ; 
And faps the works of man ;-----and 


fhade 
With filver’d locks his furrow’d head ; 
Thence rolls the mighty pow’r his broad 
{urvey, 


SSRIS 


And feals the nation’s awful doom ; 
He fees proud grandeur’s meteor ray, 
He yields to joy the feftive day ; 

Then fweeps the length’ning fhade, 

And marks them for the tomb, 


On the Pleafures which the Beauties of 
Nature afford. 


H ! bleft of heav’n, whom not the 
languid fongs 
Of luxury, the Siren ! not the bribes 
Of fordid wealth, nor all the gaudy fpoils 
Of pageant honour can feduce to leave 


Thofe ever-blooming {weets, which from 


the ftore 
Of nature fair invagination culls 
Tocharm th’ enliven’d foul! What tho” 
not all 
Of mortal offspring can attain the heights 
Of envied life ; tho’ only few poffefs 
Patrician treafures or imperial ftate ; 
Yet nature’s care, to all her children juft, 
With richer treafures and an ampler ftate 
Endows at large whatever happy man 
Willdeigntoufethem, Histhecity’s pomp, 
The rural honours his. Whate’er adorns 
The princely dome, the column and the 
arch, 
The breathing marbles and the fculptur’d 
gold, 
Beyond the proud poffeffor’s narrow claim, 
His tuneful breaft enjoys, For him, the 
{pring 
Diftills her dews, and from the filken gem 
Its lucid leaves unfolds: for him, the hand 
Of autumn tinges every fertile branch 
With blooming gold and blufhes like the 
morn, 
Each paffing hour fheds tribute from her 
wings ; 
And ftill new beauties meet his lonely 
walk ; 
And loves unfelt attra& him. Not a breeze 
Flies o’er the meadow, not a cloud 
imbibes 
The fetting fun’s effulgence, not a ftrain 
From all the tenants of the warbling fhade 
Afcends, but whence his bofom can partake 
Frefh pleafure, unreprov’d. Nor thence 
partakes 
Frefh pleafureonly: forth’ attentive mind, 
By this harmonious a@ion on her pow’rs, 
Becomes herfelf harmonious: wont folong 
In outward things to meditate the charm 
Of facred order, foon the feeks at home 
To find a kindred order, to exert 
Within herfelf this elegance of love, 
This fair-infpir’d delight: her temper'd 
pow'rs 
Refine at length, and every paffion wears 
A chafter, milder, more attra€tive mien, 


— T_T — » 














































